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The institution of slavery in the United States was abolished in 1865 by the adoption of the Thirteenth Amendment, which 


provides that neither slavery nor involuntary servitude will exist in the United States, except as punishment for a crime.! The 
prohibition of slavery contained in the Thirteenth Amendment extends not only to slavery per se, but also to the "badges and 


incidents" of slavery.” The Amendment expressly empowers Congress to enforce the Amendment by appropriate legislation, 


which power includes the power to enact laws of nationwide application.” Courts afford Congress ample deference in defining 
what private actions qualify as badges and incidents of slavery which Congress has authority to abolish pursuant to the Thirteenth 


Amendment.” 


Unlike the Fourteenth Amendment, the Thirteenth Amendment is not addressed solely to state action; there has never been any 


doubt of the power of Congress to impose liability on private persons under § 2 of the Thirteenth Amendment.” The power 
invested in Congress to enforce the Thirteenth Amendment by appropriate legislation includes the power to enact laws, direct 
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and primary, operating upon the acts of individuals, whether sanctioned by state legislation or not.° The Thirteenth Amendment 


does not provide a free-standing, implied private right of action. 
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Am. Jur. 2d, Involuntary Servitude, Peonage, and Human Trafficking § 12. 

As to what constitutes involuntary servitude prohibited by the Thirteenth Amendment, see Am. Jur. 2d, 
Involuntary Servitude, Peonage, and Human Trafficking §§ 4 to 11. 
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